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KS2 Grammar Quiz

Y4 To use fronted adverbials
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Teacher Instructions

• this quick quiz contains 10 questions

• the question slide is followed by the answer slide

• it is designed to be used following the teaching of 
fronted adverbials for retrieval practice

• it links to our teaching PowerPoint for fronted 
adverbials

• it could be used to assess pupil knowledge prior to 
teaching

• it could be used as a starter activity
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Question 1: What is an adverbial?

an adverbial is a word or phrase used to modify a 
verb or a clause

an adverbial is a special type of verb

an adverbial can only be an adverb

an adverbial is used to describe a noun
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Question 2: Which of these can be 
used as an adverbial?

preposition phrase 

subordinate clause 

main clause

adverb
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Question 3:Which is the adverbial in 
these sentences?

He said that he would go to the cinema last night. 

They waited until the ferry arrived.

We will go to the airport in two hours.

The bus departs in five minutes.
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Question 4: What is a fronted 
adverbial?

a fronted adverbial is the first word in any 
sentence

a fronted adverbial is when the adverbial has been 
placed in front of the verb

a fronted adverbial is only used in exclamations

a fronted adverbial is when an adverb is placed in 
front of the adverbial
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Question 5:Which of these 
sentences has a fronted adverbial?

After the wind calmed, the thunder and lightning 
began.

A few minutes later, the waves crashed over the 
sea wall.

Until the storm passed, all living things were in 
danger.

The storm raged, the wind howled and the rain 
pounded the beach.
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Question 6:Add a fronted adverbial 
to these sentences.

The boys knew what they should do next.

The creature was as white as snow, cold glittering 
with icicles hanging from its tentacles.

It ended sooner than the boys expected.

It was a very dark night, no stars lit the sky, the 
velvety darkness wrapped itself around the world.
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Question 7: Reorder the words in these 
sentences so that they have a fronted 

adverbial.

Nadia wished that she had brought her coat when 
the hail storm began. 

Giovanni cleared away the mess even though he 
knew that Maria had told him to leave it.

Olav stormed across the room to seize the gold 
before Oleg snatched it.

Sanjay sat amongst the grey boulders until sunset. 
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Question 7: Reorder the words in these 
sentences so that they have a fronted 

adverbial.

When the hail storm began, Nadia wished she had 
brought her coat.

Even though he knew that Maria had told him to 
leave it, Giovanni cleared away the mess

Before Oleg snatched it, Olav stormed across the 
room to seize the gold.

Until sunset, Sanjay sat amongst the grey 
boulders. 
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Question 8: Which is the fronted 
adverbial in these sentences?

Before Roshni could get a closer look, the grinning 
serpent slithered away.

Courageously, she decided to follow it back to its 
lair.

After a few minutes the serpent vanished, leaving 
Roshni underground  - alone.

Curiously, the serpent looked as if it were smiling.
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Question 9: Which of these 
statements is true?

Fronted adverbials are usually followed by a comma

In front of a fronted adverbial there must be a 
comma

Use inverted commas around a fronted adverbial

Fronted adverbials are usually followed by a full 
stop
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Question 10: Write your own sentence 
using these fronted adverbials.

Quite narrowly,

As soon as it was possible,

Between the two dragons.

As quick as a flash,


